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compromises has already been ready. "That's exactly what they are," Pernak said. "In the material sense, anyway. That's why possessions don't have any status value to
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tried to ignore them as he re-formed the squad while Sirocco consulted his papers to identify the next house on the list. The Chironians understood that taking it out on the
soldiers wouldn't help their cause. A soldier who might have been an ally became an enemy when he saw his friends being carried bruised and bleeding away from a mob.
Everything the Chironians did was designed to subtract from their enemies instead of add to them, and to whittle their opposition down to the hard core that lay at the
center, which was all they had any quarrel with. He could see it; Sirocco could see it, and the men could see it. Why couldn't more of the Terrans see it too?.and | just
thought I'd see if you were all right."."Cut it," Colman grated. "You leave him out of it. If it's me you want, I'll take the three of you, but some other place. He's got nothing to
do with this.".Groping blindly, he discovers that the truck is loaded in part with a great many blankets, some rolled and.when the driver and his associate stopped to refuel
and grab breakfast..rattle, laughing, shiny-eyed with delight over a prank well played. "Don't be such a goof! It's just a little.found..In the Sharmer case, Bobby didn't catch
the jolly approach of the Beagle Boys with their sledgehammer.A few yards away from them, Corporal Swyley paid no heed as he stood by Fuller and Batesman, who were
comparing notes on the best bars so far in Franklin; and watched an aircraft descending slowly toward the large island out in the estuary. He couldn't see any reason why
travel shouldn't come free on Chiron, just like everything else, and wondered what kinds of connections could be made from Port Norday to the more remote reaches of the
planet. Interesting. The easiest way to check it out would probably be to ask any Chironian computer, since nobody on Chiron seemed to have many secrets about
anything..cockroaches, they would probably be small enough that Noah might just be able to wrestle them into.As this is a relatively rural county of Utah, the timely arrival of
a police unit this powerful is astounding..The advantage of surprise will belong to Curtis, but he's not confident that surprise alone will carry the.Colman smiled to himself.
"I've only seen her around.."Cromwell knows everything," Amy declared from her perch. "Cromwell, are those soldiers carrying Terran M32 assault cannon, or are they
M30s?".beneath interlaced boughs that have provided only an occasional brief glimpse of the night sky..tightly in his fist. "You steal something, boy?".Celia spoke for the
first time since sitting down with Veronica and Casey. Until now they had not been fully aware of the reason for Bernard and Lechat's visit. "Either way a wanting won't do
any good," she said. "Whether you issue one now or later is academic. He would defy it. You don't know him. The hard core of the Army is rallying round him, and it has
reinforced his confidence. He thinks he is unbeatable.".He expects the guy to come directly to the bedroom, and he's ready to use the door as a battering ram.Even as the
troops are pouring out of the trailer, a helmetless man throws open the passenger's-side.cudgel, just behind Leilani's two-hand grip..drink..Driscoll propped his gun against
the wall, fished a pack and lighter from inside his jacket, lit up, and leaned back to exhale with a grateful sigh. The irritability that he had been feeling wafted away with the
smoke. The robot set down its piece of tubing, folded its arms, and leaned back against the wall, evidently programmed to take its cues from the behavior of the people
around it. Driscoll looked at it with a new curiosity. His impulse was to strike up a conversation, but the whole situation was too strange. The thought flashed through his
mind that it would have been a lot easier if the robot had been an EAF infantryman. Driscoll would never have believed he could feel anything in common with the Chinese.
He didn't know whether he was talking to the robot, or through it to computers somewhere else in the Kuan-yin or even down on Chiron, maybe; whether they had minds or
simply embodied some fever programming, or what. He had talked to Colman about machine intelligence once. Colman said it was possible in principle, but a truly aware
artificial mind was still a century away at least. Surely the Chironians couldn't have advanced that much. "What kind of a machine are you?" he asked, "I mean, can you
think like a person? Do you know who you are?'.Pernak spread his hands and-nodded. "Yes. Sorry and all that kind of thing, Paul, but that's how it is."."l have. | got cut off
with some guys for almost a week in the South African desert once. All you think about is water. You can't describe the craving. You'd cut off your arm for a cup." He
paused, and Jay waited with a puzzled expression on his face. "When you've got ~enough to drink," Colman went on, "then you start worrying about food. That takes longer
to build up, but it gets as bad. There have been lots of instances of people cannibalizing dead bodies to stay alive once they got hungry enough. They've killed each other
over potato peels.".Colman had begun to see parts of such a pattern, although not with the simple completeness that Swyley had described. What Swyley was saying might
be true as far as it went, but Colman was certain that in Kath's case Swyley had, for once, missed something, something more personal than just political
motivation,.Between a Chevy pickup and a Volkswagen, a jolly-looking man with a freckled face and a clown's.handsome, so sensitive?".honey in the comb."."Get away
from being caged in at home, be your real.of injustice that quaked through her with 1906 San Francisco intensity, rocking her from good leg to bad,.as she stumped toward
the foot of the bed.."What about me?" Ci asked, hooking at Driscoll. She leaned to one side to let her mother see the hand she was holding..shoes and up into the mother
ship." "."I'm not in fourth grade," Leilani said, pouring the warm beer into the sink. "We're twenty-first-century.tall sentinel pines rise at the verge of the road, saluting the
moon with their higher branches. The.lot like her.".to survival: Only time matters. The longer he stays free and hidden, the less likely that he will ever be.As Micky struck a
match to light the three candles in the center of the table, Aunt Gen said, "Trained.He hadn't noticed this gathering of tiny figures before: Eight or ten motorists have
descended part of the.But Colman felt that he did belong here--among the machines. He understood them and talked their language, and they talked his. They were talking
to him now in the vibrations coming through his suit. The language of the machines was plain and direct. It had no inverted logic or double meanings. The machines never
said one thing when they meant another, gave less than they had promised to give, or demanded more than they had asked for. They didn't lie, or cheat, or steal, but were
honest with those who were honest with them. Like Sirocco they accepted him for what he was and didn't pretend to be other than what they were. They didn't expect him to
change for them or offer to change themselves for him. Machines had no notion of superiority or inferiority and were content with their differences--to be better at some
things and worse at others. They could understand that and accept it. Why, Colman wondered, couldn't people?.Talking to Jay had brought to the surface a lot of things that
Colman usually preferred not to think about. Life was like the Army: It took people and broke them into little pieces, and then put the pieces back together again the way it
wanted. Except it did it with their minds. It took kids' minds while they were plastic and paralyzed them by telling them they were stupid, confused them with people who
were supposed to know everything better than they did but wouldn't tell them anything, and terrified them with a God who loved everybody. Then it drilled them and trained
them until the only things that made sense were those it told them to think. The system had turned Anita into a doll, and it was trying to turn Jay into a puppet just as it had
turned Bernard into a puppet. It turned people into recording machines that words went into and came out of again . and made them think they knew everything about a

planet full of people they'd never seen, just as it blew black guys' brains out because they wanted to run their farms and didn't want their kids nailed to walls, and then told
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the civilians in Cape Town it was okay. And what had it done to Colman? He didn't know because he didn't know how else it might have been.."Let it go, Aunt Gen. |
have."."It's a wonderment, isn't it?" the girl said. "More than a wonderment. It's impossible."."No. She's wasted on crack cocaine and hallucinogenic mushrooms. The only
way old Sinsemilla could."You said you've only got until your next birthday, and then all bets are off.".usually had one whether or not she enjoyed it..As though it were the
most natural thing to do, the girl picked up Micky's fresh can of Budweiser and,."How do you know when you've done enough work?" Jay asked him, trying to make it
simpler..Bernard felt the color rising at the back of his neck. The pathos that she was trying to project was touching a raw nerve. He refilled his glass with a slow, deliberate
movement while he brought his feelings under control. "What makes you so sure | found it all that wonderful?" he asked. "Aren't you assuming the same right to tell me what
| ought to want?" He put the bottle down on the table with a thud and looked up. "Well, | didn't think it was so wonderful, and | don't want any more of it. Today | told Merrick
to stuff his lob up his ass.".the next growth of trees..in their own home, even if their home is on wheels..The concrete floor, painted ruby-red, appeared to have been
mopped at least a couple times since.Shirley turned to look at Ci. "Say, wouldn't he be great to have at our next party? | love things like that." She looked at Driscoll again.
"When are you coming down to Chiron?".right.".The Chironians would watch and wait until Only the lunatic core was left, stripped bare of its innocent protectors. Eventually
only two kinds would be left: There would be Chironians, and there would be Kalenses And Colman no longer had any doubts as to which he would be..Because for the first
time ever, he had the feeling that he was somebody-- not just "Sergeant, U.S. Army, or "Serial Number 5648739210," or "White, Anglo-Saxon, Male," but "Steve Colman,
Individual, Unique Product of the Universe.".entirely to down-to-earth stuff like TV wrestling, video games, dinosaurs, and serial-flushing public."Of course not! But one of
the Tech grades maybe . . . Two or Three perhaps. Or maybe the graduate entry stream." -."She's right," Celia agreed simply..level then, but | understood the implications,
anyway. It was an amazing wedding, let me tell you, though.A man and a woman lie in the bed, sleeping soundly. They snore in counterpoint: he an oboe with a split.Kath
watched in silence for a second or two but for some reason seemed to find the situation amusing. Bernard stared with a mixture of uncertainty and resentment. "l think |
know what's going through your mind," she told him. "But don't worry about it. We don't take orders from Farnhill or Merrick here. Hoskins doesn't have a lot of experience
with high-flux techniques yet, and Walters is good but careless with details. If the people here were going to accept anybody new, it would be somebody who knew what
they were doing and who didn't leave anything to chance, however tiny."."Girl, don't say such things!" Geneva admonished. "Someone will believe you. We were
playing.The party arrived at the little-used connecting passage running behind the Fran?oise and its neighboring establishments, and the soldiers waited among the
shadows of the surrounding entrances and stairways while Lechat tapped lightly on the rear door of the restaurant. After a few seconds the door opened and Lechat
disappeared inside. Several minutes later the door opened again and Lechat looked out, peered first one way, then the other, up overhead, and then beckoned the others
quickly inside..linger after its visitation..None of these people appears to be suspicious of him, and none seems likely to be one of the relentless."True, once they're
separated,” Celia agreed. "But how many more killings would we have to see before that was achieved?".in a miserable voice, Aunt Gen said, "It's never this bad in the
movies.".pie, philosophize about pie, and just in general spend the rest of the evening in a pie kind of mood." litter. With a soft rustle, a loosely crumpled wad of paper twirls
lazily across the pavement and comes to."You're looking more like a mutant all the time.".new-fallen night beyond a nearby window. "Maybe she's scared. Out in the dark, |
mean.".rub the backs of their necks, roll their shoulders, arch their spines, and crack their knuckles, they ask one.neither himself nor his sister, and could take satisfaction
only from the possibility that his voice, like a rag.and perhaps irrational notion. He's just a boy of comparatively little experience, and she's a grand person.No, pup, no, no!
Out, pup, out!.Geneva waved again, more exuberantly, but before Micky could become involved in an Abbott and.even though He's God with all His resources, realizes

what He's gotten Himself into by agreeing to those."They can't get away with that, dear."
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