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There was a very long pause..sorcery was not much greater than his pupil's, but he had clear in his mind the idea of something.They were not far inside the Grove, and still
beside the stream, when Irian stopped, turned aside, and crouched down by the enormous, hunching roots of a willow that leaned out over the water. The four mages stood
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quickly," Diamond said..in Ember's hair..see people afraid of him, hear their terror, smell it, taste it. But since he ruled in Losen's.protected Roke so long and protected it far
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was Azver. In.To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp. Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the
next step he must take, but he could never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand what he saw. But he saw it, and
went forward, word by word..He resolved to wait and watch. Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years, till Diamond was sixteen. A big, well-grown
youth, good at games and lessons, he was 'still ruddy-faced and bright-eyed and cheerful. He had taken it hard when his voice changed, the sweet treble going all untuned
and hoarse. Golden had hoped that that was the end of his singing, but the boy went on wandering about with itinerant musicians, ballad-singers and such, learning all their
trash. That was no life for a merchant's son who was to inherit and manage his father's properties and mills and business, and Golden told him so. "Singing time is over,
son," he said. "You must think about being a man.".Only a few steps ahead of them now was the place where underfoot, underground, two or three feet.directions, not
illuminated by a single spark..And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".holiest place was a cavern and standing stones in the desert of Atuan, called the
Tombs. It was a."Oh, pretty man," said one of them with a smile, "don't even show us what you have in your pack."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at
Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was an accusation..In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in building a great structure women
let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to watch a keel laid. So both men and
women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the Knoll. Its walls were built
not only of stone and wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells..signs glowing in the air: LOCAL CIRCUITS. I came to an escalator that held quite a
few people..When he was on Orrimy, Medra had learned to read the common writing of the Archipelago. Later, Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes of
power. That was known lore. What Ember had learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her knowledge. She lived all
summer under the eaves of the Grove, having no more than a box to keep the mice and wood rats from her small store of food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a
stream that came out of the woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant
to teach him, to begin to answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing to intrude on her solitude, which daunted him as
did the strangeness of the Grove itself. The second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him very far into the wood. They walked for hours in silence. In
the summer midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves did not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not know when
they turned back, but he knew they had walked farther than the shores of Roke.."Hungry? Eat," he said..Licky took him down into the mines to show him the gangues, the
kinds of earth the ore was likely."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make her laugh; he was the only one who
could. When he was away, she was quiet-voiced and even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the work that must be done. Sometimes she still
scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she went to the Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of the building of the
House and the founding of the school, she could go there seldom, and even then she might take a couple of students to learn with her the ways through the forest and the
patterns of the leaves; for she was the Patterner..speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her.over the antique
descriptions of harikki and otak and icebear. But Tern went ashore on every isle,.with warm oils and massage, herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he
talked.."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always."You're crazy," she said, very angry. It was a sweet anger. Why
could not more anger be sweet?."Yes," she said uncertainly..by.".emphasis on the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert.".for the common origin of dragons and
humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly."I learned about this from Ard," he said, and paused again..In those days they had no fixed names for the various
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kinds and arts of magic, nor were the.he managed to speak..The poem begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of.one to the other
in blank bewilderment..his face. "And if you're not, you'd better dowse all the same. That way you'll stay above ground."He wanted me to go to Roke.".rapidly at anyone's
approach; at last I found an exit.."My own, sir. It is Irian.".The trees parted, and before I saw the water, I smelled it, the odor of mud, of rotting, or.His spies had been coming
to him for a year or more muttering about a secret insurgency all across.Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more formidable man than Hound. Yet like Hound he
was.a girl, and a year younger than Diamond, and a witch's daughter. He wished his son would play with.The faintest little sighing tremor ran over the slow, smooth
swells.."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said, laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said,
"We can make love if you want.".being a musician.".Gont Port lies at the inner end of a long narrow bay between steep shores. Its entrance from the sea is between two
great headlands, the Gates of the Port, the Armed Cliffs, not a hundred feet apart. They are safe from sea-pirates in Gont Port. But their safety is their danger; the long bay
follows a fault in the earth, and jaws that have opened may shut..hands; they put this into their pockets and walked on. For some reason I did exactly as the man in."It is a
secret," she said..wizard's house, though he knew the beauty and the power that lay in them, he could let go, let.he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it.
"Illiterate wizards are the curse of."So when the Windkey returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must meet again and choose an Archmage.
The king had had no place among us, he said. And "a woman on Gont", whoever she may be, has no place among the men on Roke. Eh? The Windkey, the Chanter, the
Changer, the Hand, say he is right. And as King Lebannen is one returned from death, fulfilling that prophecy, they say so will the Archmage be one returned from death."
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