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our private thoughts. If you can really read my heart this easily, I guess I'm going to have to start wearing lead brassieres.".On Joey's side, there was no family to provide
help. His mother had died of leukemia when he was four. His dad, fond of beer and brawling--like father not like son-was killed in a bar fight five years later. Without close
relatives willing to take him in, Joey went to an orphanage. At nine he wasn't prime adoption material-babies were what was wanted-and he'd been raised in the
institution..Opening his eyes blinking back his tears just as more agonizing contractions knotted his abdomen, he could see ribbons of red in the watery green mess that
gushed from him. Bright red. Gastric blood would be dark. This must be pharyngeal blood. Unless an artery had ruptured in his stomach, torn by the incredible violence of
these intransigent spasms, in which case he was puking his life away..The apartment above Elena's Fashions could be reached by a set of exterior stairs at the back of the
building. The climb had never before taxed Agnes in the least, but now it took away her breath and left her legs trembling by the time she reached the top landing..pride, his
one great shining moment but also his sinful pride. Clubbed with the trophy first, fists later. And now, here,.By this time, Vinton had finished, commercials had run, and the
number-two song had started: "Come See About Me," by the Supremes..With a smudge of flour on one cheek, wiping her hands on a red-and-white checkered dishtowel,
Agnes answered the door, saw the car in the driveway, and said, "Paul! You're not walking?".With some sharp instrument, probably a knife, Cain had stabbed and gouged
the red letters, working on the wall with such fury that two of the Bartholomews were barely readable anymore. The Sheetrock was marked by hundreds of scores and
punctures..In addition to mulling over strategy, Tom had spent a lot of time lately brooding about culpability: his own, not Cain's. By seizing on the name that he heard Cain
speak in a dream, by making use of it in this psychological warfare, had he been the architect of the killer's Bartholomew obsession, or if not the architect, then at least an
assisting.In the physician's eyes, a yearning to believe. In his face, a squint of skepticism..His first word after mama was papa, which she taught him while showing him
pictures of Joey. His third word: pie..So they had cooked up this project, math and mayhem, geometry of limbs and branches, arboreal science and childish stunt, a test of
strategy and strength and skill-and of the scary limits of nine-year-old bravado..First room on the left. Move. Kick the door open. The sense of a larger space beyond, no
bathroom this time, and darker. Fan the pistol, gripping with both hands. Two quick shots: muffled cough, muffled cough..This room didn't face the street by which Cain
would approach the building, so Vanadium switched on the lights. He spent fifteen minutes examining the mundane contents of the cupboards, searching for nothing in
particular, merely getting an idea of how the suspect lived-and, admittedly, hoping for an item as helpful to a conviction as a severed head in the refrigerator or at least a
plastic-wrapped kilo of marijuana in the freezer..Junior worried, however, that they had noticed him after he pulled to the curb twice behind them, that they were keeping an
eye on him, ready to bolt if he got out of the car, in which case they might all make it inside before he could cut them down..Maria set aside two cards before turning another
faceup. This was also an ace of hearts..Celestina was better equipped to embrace this transcendental experience for what it appeared to be. She was not one of those
artists who celebrated chaos and disorder, or who found inspiration in pessimism and despair. Wherever her eyes came to rest, she saw order, purpose, exquisite design,
and either the pale flicker or the fierce blaze of a humbling beauty. She perceived the uncanny not merely in old houses where ghosts were said to roam or in eerie
experiences like the one Lipscomb had described, but every day in the pattern of a tree's branches, in the rapturous play of a dog with a tennis ball, in the white whirling
currents of a snowstorm-in every aspect of the natural world in which insoluble mystery was as fundamental a component as light and darkness, as matter and energy, as
time and space..Without commenting, Tom continued: "And worlds just like ours-except that my parents never met, and I was never born. Worlds in which Wally was never
shot because he was too unsure of himself or just too stupid to take Celestina to dinner that night or to ask her to marry him.".He warily surveyed those around him as he
walked, and looked over his shoulder from time to time. On one of these backward glances, he was unnerved but not surprised to see Vanadium's specter..She devoted half
her work time to the neighbors-in-need route that Agnes had established and steadily expanded, the other half to her painting. She was in no rush to mount a new show;
anyway, she didn't dare renew contact with the Greenbaum Gallery or with anyone at all from her past life, until the police found Enoch Cain..As red as Angel had been for
her evening outing, she was that yellow for retirement to bed in her own home. Two-piece yellow jersey pajamas. Yellow socks. At the girl's request, Celestina had tied a
soft yellow bow in her mass of springy hair..And in time, the surgeon did appear, bearing the good news that neither of the malignancies had spread to the orbit and optic
nerve, but he had no greater miracle to report..Clinging to the desperate hope of an ultimate reunion, he put the gun away, went to the kitchen, and made a grilled-cheese
sandwich: cheddar, with dill pickles on the side..Agnes discovered, from her research, that among child prodigies, Barty was not a wonder of wonders. Some math whizzes
were absorbed by algebra and even by geometry before their third birthdays. Jascha Heifetz, became an accomplished violinist at three, and by six, he played the concertos
of Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky; Ida Haendel performed them when she was five..A tune clinked off the keys of a phantom piano in Junior's mind, "Someone to Watch
over Me." The hawk-eyed watcher was the pianist at the elegant hotel lounge where Junior had enjoyed dinner on his first night in San Francisco, and twice since..The
reverend made the first toast, speaking so softly that his tremulous words seemed to bloom in Celestina's mind and heart rather than to fall upon her ears. "To gentle
Phimie, who is with God."."We don't believe it does, do we, Daddy? We don't believe blood tells. We believe we're born to hope, under a mantle of mercy, don't we?".People
like Enoch Cain, of course, never choose between the right and the wrong thing, but between two evils. For themselves, they create world after world of despair. For others,
they make worlds of pain..Junior had thought most other policemen must consider Vanadium to be a loose cannon, a rogue, an outcast. Perhaps the opposite was true-and
if it was, if Vanadium was highly regarded among his peers, he was immeasurably more dangerous than Junior had realized..He wanted to say: The vain, power-mad
politicians who milk cheers from ignorant crowds, the sports stars and preening actors who hear themselves called heroes and never object, they should all wither with
shame at the mention of your name. Your vision, your struggle, the years of grueling work, your enduring faith when others doubted, the risk you took with career and
reputation--it's one of the great stories of science, and I'd be honored if I could shake your band..He rolled Neddy onto one side, but no gold watch lay underneath, so he let
the musician flop onto his back again..He had nothing against men or women of color. Live and let live. One earth, one people. All of that..During Barty's hospitalization,
they had graduated from the young adult novels by Robert Heinlein to some of the same author's science fiction for general audiences. Now, pajamaed and in bed, with his
sunglasses on the nightstand but his padded eye patches still in place, Barty listened, rapt, to the beginning of Double Star."I can't sleep half the time," Deed said, twisting
the baseball cap in his hands. "I've lost weight, and I'm so nervous, jumpy.".He wasn't afflicted with parenthood envy. A baby was the last thing he would ever want, aside
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from cancer. Children were nasty little beasts. A child would be an encumbrance, a burden, not a blessing..Nellie found the strength to rise, but having risen, she was
unable to speak. Her mouth shaped words, but her voice deserted her..Eye to eye with Tom, Celestina herself did some clear-seeing. "You're special, too, in lots of obvious
ways. But like Angel, you're special in some secret way ... aren't you?".Junior examined the music collection. The policeman's taste ran to big band music and vocalists from
the swing era..Agnes had struggled recently to find a way to explain to Barty that his uncles had lost their hope, to convey also what it meant to live without hope-and
somehow to tell the boy all this without burdening him, at such a young age, with the details of what his monstrous grandfather, Agnes's father, had done to her and to her
brothers. The task was beyond her abilities. The fact that Barty was a prodigy six times over didn't make his mother's work easier, because in order to understand her, he
would require experience and emotional maturity, not just intellect..He knew what she made of it, all right, and he could see that the others on the porch knew as well, and
likewise he could see that all of them wanted to hear him confirm the conclusion at which Agnes had arrived long before he'd come here with Wally this evening. Even in the
dining room, before the proof in the rain, Tom had recognized the special bond between the blind boy and this buoyant little girl. In fact, he couldn't have arrived at any
conclusion different from the one Agnes reached, because like her, he believed that the events of every day revealed mysterious design if you were willing to see it, that
every fife had profound purpose..His throat was still so raw from the explosive vomiting, seared by stomach acid, that he sounded like a character from a puppet show for
children on Saturday-morning television, hoarse and squeaky at the same time. If not for the pain, he would have felt ridiculous, but the hot and jagged scrape of each word
through his throat left him unable to.Barty, thirteen years old but listening to books at a postgraduate college level, had no doubt studied leukemia while they were awaiting
the test results, to prepare himself to fully understand the diagnosis on first receiving it. He tried not to look stricken when he heard acute myeloblastic, which was the worst
form of the disease, but he appeared more ghastly in his pretense than if he had revealed his understanding. Had his eyes not been artificial, his stiff-upper-lip pose would
have been utterly unconvincing..His inner turmoil boiled ever more fiercely, and the external evidence of it grew more obvious. In the cool air of the fading afternoon, he
perspired as profusely as a man already being strapped into an electric chair; it streamed, gushed. He shook, shook, and he was half convinced that he could hear his
bones rattling together like the shells of hard-boiled eggs in a rolling cook pot..Tom believed that the girl had an intuitive understanding of the true complexity of the world,
but she was only three, after all, and neither ready nor able to absorb the scientific theory that supported her intuition..Posing as a counselor with Catholic Family Services,
he phoned each listed Bartholomew, with a question related to his or her recent adoption. Those who expressed bafflement, and who claimed not to have adopted a child,
were generally stricken from his list..The sole male guest in whom he took an interest-a big interest was Sklent, the one-name painter whose three canvases were the only
art on the walls of Junior's apartment.."That won't do it.".Out of Phimie's humiliation, terror, suffering, and death had come Angel, whom Celestina had first and briefly hated,
but whom now she loved more than she loved Wally, more than she loved herself or even life itself. Phimie, through Angel, had brought Celestina both to Wally and to a
fuller understanding of their father's meaning when he spoke of this momentous day, an understanding that brought power to her painting and so deeply touched the people
who saw and bought her art..Then Agnes said, "Well, it's clear to me that you won't be able to talk out your life in just one year. Should be a two-year grant.".Grace,
Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's critical judgment..She loosened her hair and brushed it out, and Nolly took her to dinner at their
favorite place, which had the decor of a classy saloon and a bay view suitable for God's table. They came here often enough that the maitre d' greeted them by name, as
did their waiter.."Tragic. Her string's been cut too soon. Her music's ended prematurely," Junior said, feeling confident enough to dish a serving of the maniac cop's
half-baked theory of life back to him. "There's a discord in he universe now, Detective. No one can know how the vibrations of that discord will come to affect you, me, all of
us."."Well," Tom said, "those people who think it's just a trick generally react bigger than you folks, and you know it's real.".One problem: Nolly Wulfstan, Quasimodo without
a hump, probably repaired to this convenient club after work, to down a few beers, because this was surely as close as he would ever get to a halfway attractive woman.
The detective would think that he and Junior were here for the same reason-to gawk at nearly naked babes and store up enough images of bobbling breasts to get through
the night-and he would not be able to comprehend that for Junior the attraction was the dance, the intellectual thrill of experiencing a new cultural phenomenon.
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