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compromises has already become ready. In the faraway, at the limits of night and fog, the dog bit off his bark in expectation.."That won't do it.".Jacob didn't know how he

could ever bear to look at Agnes when she came home from the hospital. The sorrow in her eyes would kill him as surely as a knife to the heart..The phone rang at 3:20 in

the afternoon, just after he switched off the radio in disgust. Sitting in the breakfast nook, the Oakland telephone directory open in front of him, he almost said, Find the

father, kill the son, instead of, "Hello.".She was of two minds about this. She wanted him, wanted to be held and cherished, to satisfy him and to be satisfied. But she was
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the daughter of a minister: The concept of sin and consequences was perhaps less deeply ingrained in some daughters of bankers or bakers than in a child of a Baptist

clergyman. She was an anachronism in this age of easy sex, a virgin by choice, not by lack of opportunity. Although she'd recently read a magazine article containing the

claim that even in this era of free love, forty-nine percent of brides were virgins on their wedding day, she didn't believe it and assumed that she'd chanced upon a

publication that had fallen through a reality warp between this world and a more prudish one parallel to it. She was no prude, but she wasn't a spendthrift, either, and her

honor was a treasure that shouldn't be thoughtlessly thrown away. Honor! She sounded like a maid of old, pining in a castle tower, waiting for her Sir Lancelot. I'm not just a

virgin, I'm a freak! But even putting the idea of sin aside for a moment, assuming that maidenly honor was as pass? as bustles, she still preferred to wait, to savor the

thought of intimacy, to allow expectation to build, and to start their conjugal life together with no slightest possibility of regret. Nevertheless, she had decided that if he was

ready for the commitment that she believed he'd already teetered on the edge of expressing three times, then she would set aside all misgivings in the name of love and

would lie down with him, and hold him, and give of herself with all her heart..Celestina succumbed to a fit of giggles. Before she could control them, she used up two

Kleenex to blow her nose and to blot the laughter from her eyes..Not that she ever gave any indication that her brothers were other than a source of pride for her. She

treated them always with respect, tenderness, and love-as if unaware of their shortcomings..In the Suburban with Wally and Grace, as they waited to hit the trail, Celestina

said, "He took her to a movie again, Tuesday night.".As though the blush were transmitted by a virus, Junior caught the primrose-pink contagion from the pianist..She

fussed over him, took his temperature, and spooned two chips of ice into his parched mouth. Leaving, she gave Celestina a meaningful look and tapped her

wristwatch..Smiling, pulling the blanket more tightly around herself, she said, "You look after your old mom, don't you?".Heart racing, but reminding himself that strength and

wisdom arose from a calm mind, Junior stood in the center of the small kitchen, slowly turning to study every angle of the room..Kitchen staff. All men. Some looked up in

surprise; others were oblivious of him. He stalked the cramped work aisles, eyes watering from the fragrant steam and the heat, seeking Vanadium, an answer..On the

nightstand waited a glass of water on a coaster and a pharmacy bottle containing several capsules of a potent painkiller..Because the glass wings of the open window didn't

lie flat against the exterior wall, they blocked his view. He had to thrust himself farther through the opening, until he seesawed on the sill, before he could see the length of

the entire block, in which the gallery stood at approximately the middle..Simon Magusson, lacking family, had left his estate to Tom. This came as a surprise. The sum was

so considerable that even though Tom was on a dispensation from his vows, which included his vow of property, he was uncomfortable with his fortune. His comfort was

quickly restored by contributing the entire inheritance to Pie Lady Services. They had been brought together by two extraordinary children, by the conviction that Barty and

Angel were part of some design of enormous consequence. But more often than not, God weaves patterns that become perceptible to us only over long periods of time, if at

all. After the past three eventful years, there were now no weekly miracles, no signs in the earth or sky, no revelations from burning bushes or from more mundane forms of

communication. Neither Barty nor Angel revealed any new astonishing talents, and in fact they were as ordinary as any two young prodigies can be, except that he was

blind and she served as his eyes upon the world..In the main room, on his way toward the front door, Junior saw Celestina White surrounded by adoring fatheads, nattering

ninnies, dithering dolts, saps and boneheads, oafs and gawks and simpletons. She was still as gorgeous as her shamelessly beautiful paintings. If the opportunity arose,

Junior would have more use for her than for her so called art..He didn't realize he was swinging the candlestick at Vanadium's face until he saw the blow land. And then he

couldn't stop himself from swinging it yet once more..Thursday evening, his third in the hotel, he returned to the lounge for cocktails and another steak. The same tuxedoed

pianist provided the entertainment..Jacob had become a card mechanic for one purpose. Not because he'd ever be a gambler. Not to wow friends with card tricks. Not

because the challenge intrigued him. He wanted to be able to give Agnes winning cards once in a while, if she was losing too frequently or needed to have her spirits lifted.

He didn't feed her winning hands often enough to make her suspicious or to make the games less fun for Edom or Joey. He was judicious. The effort he expended-the

thousands of hours of practice-was repaid with interest each time Agnes laughed with delight after being dealt a perfect hand..Bob gently encouraged him to return by

degrees from the deep meditative state, return, return, return.....Leaving the engine running and the heater on, he got out of the car, leaned back inside, said, "Better lock up

while I'm gone," and then closed his door..As one of the two paramedics hurried to the ambulance van and scrambled into the driver's seat, Agnes suffered another

contraction so severe that for a tremulous moment, at the peak of the agony, she almost lost consciousness..Finally Vanadium said, "According to the lab report, the baby

she was carrying was almost certainly yours.".Dense, white, slowly billowing masses of fog rolled through the neighborhood, scented with woodsmoke from numerous

fireplaces, as though everything north to the Canadian border were ablaze..Without the pillow, she wouldn't have been able to lift her head to look toward the back of the

ambulance..As a recreational site, Quarry Lake could be judged only a partial success. During the mining operation, trees were cleared well back from the edge of the dig,

so that much of the shore would be unshaded on a hot summer day. And along half the strand, signs were posted warning Ungraded Shore: Immediate Deep Water. In

places, where lake met land, the bottom lay over a hundred feet below..But she knew. Barty, buoyant as ever, seemed not to be much worried about the problem with his

vision. He appeared to expect that it would pass like any sneezing fit or cold..Amused, Wally said, "You artists do love to dramatize-or have I forgotten the San Francisco

blizzard of '65?".Dr. Walter Lipscomb's fingers were longer and more supple than the pianist's, and he had the presence of a great symphony conductor for whom a raised

baton was superfluous, who commanded attention by the mere fact of his entry. A tower of authority and self-possession, he said to the becalmed Neddy, "I am this child's

physician. She was born underweight and held in hospital to cure an ear infection. You sound as if you have an incipient case of bronchitis that will manifest in twenty-four

hours, and I'm sure you wouldn't want to be responsible for this baby being endangered by viral disease.".Taking her silence for assent, Tom continued: "Your father is gone

from here, gone forever, but he still lives in other worlds. This isn't a statement of faith alone. If Albert Einstein were still alive and standing here, he'd tell you that it's true.

Your father is with you in many places, and so is Phimie. In many places, she didn't die in childbirth. In some worlds, she was never raped, her life never blighted. But

there's an irony in that, isn't there? Because in those worlds, Angel doesn't exist-yet Angel is a miracle and a blessing." He looked up from the city to the woman. "So when

you're lying in bed tonight, kept awake by grief, don't think just about what you've lost with your father and Phimie. Think about what you have in this world that you've never

known in some others-Angel. Whether God's a Catholic, a Baptist, a Jew, a Muslim, or a quantum mechanic, He gives us compensation for our pain, compensation right
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here in this world, not just in those parallel to it and not just in some afterlife. Always compensation for the pain ... if we recognize it when we see it."."What are you

strongest in?"."Don't worry, love. I'll make sure the snap's are constructed so you can get it off me easily enough.".Even when he saw no cop cadaver, no ghoulish grin, no

two-bit eyes, Junior was not immediately relieved. Warily, he circled the car, expecting to find the detective crouching and poised to spring.
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