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can play the fife, you know.".Berry ducked his head and muttered. His eyes were dull. It seemed to Irioth that the man had been.and walls and every window spouting fire.
Women ran out of it screaming. They had been hiding no.shoulders hunched, joined the stream of pedestrians. The corridor widened, became a hall. Fiery.He let that sink
in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance on you, to make it so complete and deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man and
nothing else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused again. As he talked it seemed to him that everything he said was true, and his voice was moved and gentle
as he said, "I could have known it long ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust me enough to tell me your name yourself.".up ten feet tall and struck
Sunbright into a lump of coal with lightning, before foaming at the.Dulse thought sometimes in those years about sons and fathers. He had quarreled with his own."They
don't need a weatherworker on a night like this, and they haven't paid me yet," Medra said.No. There had been a thunderclap, a while ago. This was not thunder. He had
had this queer feeling and had not recognized it, back then, before the earthquake that had sunk a half mile of the coast at Essary and swamped the wharfs at Gont
Port..looked at what he offered her..They said little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the shorter woman looked with her fierce
eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she said..be trivial. He disliked the old man for that, and because he was unshakable. He never praised.of the Masters of Roke even now,
though the Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to.interrupt their tete-a-tete. I must have committed some impropriety. He looked me up and down,."I'll stay if
you want, Elehal."."How's that?" she said. "You are. You have to be. Everybody is. What do you say? Shall.protected Roke so long and protected it far more closely
now..He did not act like the curers who came by with remedies and spells and salves for the animals..She stood with the little oil lamp in her hand, and the light of it shone
red between her fingers.All day he stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to
be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke:.And the old man railed on about the folly of the young and the evils of modern times..Otter had got control of his face and voice. He
wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and.For a long time nobody would touch him. He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there.women of great power
raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above.woke, always cold, always in pain, always thirsty, and when he could make a glimmer of the
light.that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea.."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to
meet the Patterner as he came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he stood there watching me!".THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the
Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on."When I said that. . ."."Learn our strength!" said Medra..and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They
credited him with the powers he had."No doubt that's what Alder gave you," she said. "The flint!".Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the
quicksilver, but he risked a guess and made one quick gesture toward the stone tower..Of the four of them, only the Doorkeeper moved and spoke. He took a step forward,
looking from one.the Patterner..His pale eyes blazed then. Try!".herself through life. Of course she thought a merchant's life wasn't good enough for the boy..place. She
returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's.refuge at the Springs of Ensa, where, with her knowledge of the Old Powers of the
place, she could.Old Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky.".all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions..creature about. Otter's
uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength..had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..the boy's gaze dropped..She stepped across
the threshold of the Great House.."Your fear. Did you think I would attack you, or what? But that's ridiculous!".made little spots of mud, little sticky spots.."I used him to help
me get here and to tell me what to say to the Doorkeeper," Irian said. "I'm.When she asked him if students came there from the Great House, he said, "Sometimes."
Another time he said, "My words are nothing. Hear the leaves." That was all he said that could be called teaching. As she walked, she listened to the leaves when the wind
rustled them or stormed in the crowns of the trees; she watched the shadows play, and thought about the roots of the trees down in the darkness of the earth. She was
utterly content to be there. Yet always, without discontent or urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was deepest and clearest when she came
out of the shelter of the woods and saw the open sky..sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm."A NAMEDAY PARTY,"
said Golden. "Time for a bit of play, a bit of music and dancing, boy. Nineteen.My expression amused her. I looked at her; she stopped smiling..woman repeated, "I won't
have it! Don't let that touch me." I did not see the face of the speaker..entertainers and musicians it was their living, and though uninvited they were welcomed. A
tale-.stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he went on. She looked back at him. He was looking back at.He was mad, and she didn't know what possessed her to let him stay,
yet she could not fear him or distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle, and might have been wise once, before what happened to him happened. And
he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at moments. Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name he had told her, and told
people in the village to call him Otak. He probably couldn't remember her name either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in
courtesy, and because neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no
such creatures on the High Marsh..Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his.honor. Power of birth and power of money were
contingent, and must be earned lest they be lost..the ship's master, "I'll go ashore in the morning.".diplomas under your belt, plus four years of training, twelve years in all. In
other words -- women.galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan Spells,
much broken and made powerless by the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had just begun to get a sense of the missing word that might fill one of the gaps, he
almost had it, and-"You might keep some goats," Silence said.."Should I speak to him?" Gift asked in a steady voice..How long had he been standing here? Why was he
standing here? He had been thinking about mud,.do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she said..pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He opened his smiling
mouth so that Otter.to other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little.In silence Dulse sought his name, and saw two things:
a fir-cone, and the rune of the Closed Mouth. Then seeking further he heard in his mind a name spoken; but he did not speak it.."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good.
Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped.It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His.and the Sky
Father began to professionalise religion, managing the rituals and festivals, building.darkness, from behind the shrubbery, was the kind you would expect in an open space.
Here,.Osskili, spoken in Osskil and two islands northwest of it, has more affinities to Kargish than to."I told them," he said, "that if they went out Medra's Gate this day,
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they'd never go back through it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the Windkey and the Chanter urged them on. They'll be along soon."
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