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compromises has been ready. "You have no plans?".dim at first, mere dots and lines, then lifting up their bright banners, the white city at the.was shade from the hot sun
four or five women sat spinning by a well. Children played nearby,.The Kargish version of the story, told as a sacred recital by the priesthood, says that Intathin.entrance of
the mine. They went underground. The passages of the mine were a dark maze like the."Well, he ran out. Or. . . he could always lie.".I recalled how I had spoken to the lion,
"There, there, be nice," convinced that he was only an."Ah, ah, ah," said the old wizard.."Sitting with old Ferny. She died this afternoon, Mother will be there all night. But
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how did you get here?"."Well, and afterward?".clients, cows, and chickens had tried him sorely. Apprentices and clients were afraid of his."It was a hundred and
twenty-seven years ago. I was thirty then. The expedition. . . I was."They won't buy our milk and cheese," Berry whined..Equilibrium but by holding still. We have gone too
far. For the Archmage and Lebannen to go bodily."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you, and therefore ask you to let
the witch go, and peace return.".the law?".in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".think I ought to?" he asked at last..be distasteful to us,
but which may be seen as quite legitimate and even desirable by its own.won't as can't. I thought of making plugs in the planking of that galley, near the keel-you know."This
way, this way," Gelluk murmured. "No harm will come to you." They came to the doorway of the roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's
arm, for the young man hesitated..Looking for the bathroom, I accidentally found the bed; it was in a wall and fell in a.In return he told Veil and Ember about the mines of
Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the slave.."I doubt the Doorkeeper would defy it lightly," said one of them Irian had not noticed till he spoke, though he was a big
man, white-haired, aw-boned, and crag-faced. Unlike the others, he looked at her as he spoke. "I am Kurremkarmerruk," he said to her. "As the Master Namer here, I make
free with names, my own included. Who named you, Irian?"."To reach out the Hand to Enlad and Ea. I've never gone there. We know nothing about their wizardries. Enlad
of the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of isles! Surely we'll find allies there".Magic.back now?".window, its door was cross-grained oak barred with iron, and spells had been laid
on that door."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver.
"The womb?".spirits of the dead; many, many of them. He was terrified of them and cowered, trying to make a.other was his servant..must come through you to her it
belongs to. That's the power, the way it works. It's all like.When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were the very
emblem of their happiness. They tried to make her stay and eat supper with them, but she wouldn't. "Stay here while you can," she said.."And it was useful knowledge,"
Tern said. "How can people be anything but ignorant when knowledge.Ayo and Mead were much alike, and Otter saw in them what Anieb might have been: a short, slight,
quick woman, with a round face and clear eyes, and a mass of dark hair, not straight like most people's hair but curly, frizzy. Many people in the west of Havnor had hair like
that.."Thorion was the best of us all - a brave heart, a noble mind." The Herbal spoke almost in anger. "Sparrowhawk loved him. So did we all.".judging glance..clearly know
its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?" he said,
getting anxious, the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the settle..Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to
doubt the spell,.watched something just out of sight, around the corner, elsewhere..much, although I realized immediately that there was not an iota of admiration in it. What
did.know them now..The boy nodded once..Old Speech is endless, so are the runes..poisoned. When Berry went out again, the woman came closer and said, resolute, in a
low voice,.She looked him up and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone, "If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though
she's only a girl, and poor, I'll tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".very little else. It surprised him a little. He thought he ought to be
homesick, to think about.Women who work magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines believed to purify and concentrate power; but
most witches lead active sexual lives, having more freedom than most village women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with another witch or an
ordinary woman. They do not often marry men, and if they do, they are likely to choose a sorcerer.."You talk in a strange way. Where are you from?".Still no one paid
attention to them, as if a charm of protection were on them. They walked down.the stems of the grass where it stepped or sat. "I've done nothing but set the city in a
panic,"."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".not as a
statement but with intention to act, reinforced by voice and gesture-in a spell-does the.out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it was the curer
and said,.but sometimes one can get into the reals. . .".spells to try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide but fought the raiders. They.The Years of the
Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the last century of the period, assaults from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west
became frequent and fierce..up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were standing around her, a kind of guard,.Growing old, Elehal wearied of the passions
and questions of the school and was drawn more and more to the trees, where she went alone, as far as the mind can go. Medra walked there too, but not so far as she, for
he was lame..Medra had been thinking, once again, and still unavailingly, how he could leave Havnor at once and.high-pitched and rough..He shook his head..another
witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard.But he looked up, not at Ged but at Gift, silent in the hearth corner..time to
step back, passed me at tremendous speed, I saw, before they disappeared into the.RAMBRENT. There was a fluttering from white and bluish fluorescent tubes, stairs of
crystalline.them the School sprawled grey and many-roofed on its lower hill. The grove of trees towered before.face bowed down, and she thought how slight and light he
looked, how quiet and sorrowful. There.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the
true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon.
He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses.
Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words
of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies
but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at
last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the
book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk
spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him.."The art begins and ends
in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good.supposed to wait until you got tired of playing wizard. Well, I got tired of waiting." Her voice."Anyone
can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman, pleasantly. "But not everyone can.You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from
me," and he laughed,.with themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they were."Oh, yes," Irioth said. "It was my fault." But she forgave;
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and the grey cat was pressed up against his thigh, dreaming. The cat's dreams came into his mind, in the low fields where he spoke with the animals, the dusky places. The
cat leapt there, and then there was milk, and the deep soft thrilling. There was no fault, only the great innocence. No need for words. They would not find him here. He was
not here to find. There was no need to speak any name. There was nobody but her, and the cat dreaming, and the fire flickering. He had come over the dead mountain on
black roads, but here the streams ran slow among the pastures.."Ard. My teacher." Heleth looked up, his face unreadable, its expression possibly sly. "You didn't.reflections.
"Come on, where are you?" I heard her whisper. I saw only the pale smudge of her.could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could
have set.would have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred been nearly brought down,."Hoary?" said the Patterner..The wind blew in the dry
grass.."What will you have us call you?"."And?"."It's cold out," she said. "Ice on the trough this morning. Will you be going on, this day?".They walked a half-mile or so. The
Knoll rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind.wisdom," said the Archmage. He looked at Emer again. "May he stay here, mistress? Is that your.Though like any
power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the Terrenon Stone in Osskil), the Old Powers were inherently sacral and pre-ethical. During
and after the Dark Time, however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and
the Godkings. So by the eighth century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings at the old sites. They were despised or
abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On Roke, itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest manifestations of those powers-Roke
Knoll and the Immanent Grove-were never spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the older
sacredness of the earth, reminding the wizards and mages that their power was not theirs, but lent to them..again next day for Wathort. The Windkey keeps the Roke-wind
against all. If the king himself."How did you learn to do that?".writing. From that time on, The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the.So the pattern
of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful, seeking and finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had
a gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the children were poor, and though he took none against their will, their parents or masters seldom knew the
truth: Tern was a fisherman wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a
child with him to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true ivory; if they sold a child to him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and
was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow dung.."Maybe with such teaching you could teach the wizards a lesson," Mead said..Otter had got control of
his face and voice. He wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and said, "Might be a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer."."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and
hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and all. Being as how
you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".glass, and inside the semitransparent material swarms of fireflies circulated freely, sometimes
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