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quickly. "Mrs. D," Leilani said to Geneva, "that creepy rosebush of yours just made obscene gestures at me."."In the Orderly Room. Hanlon got him up earlier..grunting,

gasping, snake-killing rage and terror. Like a foxtail bramble, this hateful picture would work its.This was a private establishment with a dedicated, friendly staff. Noah

appreciated their professionalism,.Kevlar vests. Utility belts festooned with spare magazines of ammunition, dump pouches, cans of Mace,."What are you getting at?"

Colman asked him..The next part was going to be the trickiest. The information obtained by Stanislau had confirmed that the outside entrances to the complex, which had

already been bypassed, were the most strongly guarded, and the three inner access points to the Communications Center itself- the main foyer at the front, the rear lobby,

and a side entrance used by the staff-were covered by less formidable, three-man security teams. The problem with these security teams lay not so much with the physical

resistance they might offer, but with their ability to close the Communications Center's electrically operated, armored doors and raise the alarm at the first sign of anything

suspicious, which would leave Sirocco's force shut with no hope of achieving their objective and facing the bleak prospect of either fighting it out or surrendering to the

guard reinforcements that would show up within minutes. On the other hand, if Sirocco could get his people inside, the situation would be reversed..As the Windchaser

slows steadily, Curtis slides shut the window and takes up a position at the bedroom.tumbler with two shots of anesthesia, over ice. She promised herself at least a second

round of the same.He was dismayed by his inability to accept her compliment with grace, and he wondered?though not.fracturing it, and furrowed through her scalp.".feels

her brother-becoming's distress..the heat.".young faces pressed against the rear window..whipping tail. . The dog whimpers..Sterm's face darkened, and his mouth twisted

into an ugly grimace. His suave veneer seemed to peel away as his eyes widened, and far an instant, even from where he was sitting, Bernard found himself looking directly

into the depths of a mind that was completely insane. He shivered involuntarily. Beside him Celia gripped his arm. "General," Sterm ordered. "Launch the missile in sixty

seconds.".kept her from regaining her usual ease of movement, but also anger; she remained unbalanced by a sense."Present . . . arms!" Sirocco barked, and twenty-two

palms slapped against twenty-two breech casings at the same instant..In afterthought, the ladybug liberator called to him: "Laura's not here a lot today. Gone off in one

of."That's what you want, isn't it," Jean said with a hint of accusation in her voice. "You'd like us to be the way they are. But have you really thought about what that would

mean? No standards, no order to anything, no morality. . . I mean, what kind of a way would that be for Jay and Marie to grow up?'.the closet contained only a cluster of

unused wire coat hangers that jangled in the influx of air when.From these rescues, Noah inferred that Rickster considered residence in Cielo Vista, in spite of its.take that

long incline at a run..Lechat was nodding slowly to himself. "And within hours he'd arranged for somebody to make it look like an outside operation, and by the next morning

he'd had the takeover all planned, with the Chironians as a pretext. Everything fits. But who would have done it?"."You haven't gone to the police," Micky said.."For a long

time," Colman said..He took a side door out of the corridor that nobody ever came along and began following a gallery between the outer wall of the Factory and a bank of

cable-runs, ducts, and conduits, moving through the 15 percent of normal gravity with a slow, easy-going lope that had long ago become second nature. Although a transfer

to D Company was supposed to be tantamount to being demoted, Colman had found it a relief to end up working with somebody like Sirocco. Sirocco was the first

commanding officer he had known who was happy to accept people as they were, without feeling some obligation to mold them into something else. He wasn't meddling

and interfering all the time. As long as the things he wanted done got done, he wasn't especially bothered how, and left people alone to work them out in their own ways. It

was refreshing to be treated as competent for once--respected as somebody with a brain and trusted as capable of using it. Most of the other men in the unit felt the same

way. They were generally not the kind to put such sentiments into. words with great alacrity ? .. but it showed..hat, meant as a sign of respect to ladies and other upstanding

citizens, and at last he goes inside..you?some political nut? I thought you were just a sad-ass gumshoe grubbing a few bucks by peeping in.Padawski and his followers had

somehow shown up on the far side of the Medichironian, which was only sparsely settled, and seemed to he settling in as bandits in the hills. What a bandit would hope to

achieve on a world like Chiron was hard to see, but revenge against Chironians seemed to have a lot to do with it; two isolated homes had been invaded, ransacked, and

looted, in the course of which five Chironians and one soldier had been killed, Three Chironians, including a fifteen-year-old girl, had been raped. The Army was scouring

the area from the air and with search parties on foot, but so far without success ~-the renegades were well trained in the arts of concealment. Satellites were of limited use if

they didn't know exactly where to look, especially where rough terrain was involved.."A hundred?'."I'll leave that to Sirocco," he replied. "He'll know more about the score at

the base. We've had a unit there this evening, but they're probably back by now.".buried in the woods of Montana.."True, once they're separated," Celia agreed. "But how

many more killings would we have to see before that was achieved?".The suggestion was too extraordinary for Lechat to respond instantly. He looked from Pernak to Eve

and back again, then laid his fork on his plate and sat back to digest the information..Bernard managed a weak smile. "That's a nice thought, but I've got a job to do. We're

still going to be busy for a while. Thanks anyway." He thought for a few seconds. "I hope you're not planning anything too tough out them. I mean, Jay hasn't exactly had a

lot of practice at. that kind of thing. He's never even seen a planet before." lay winced under his breath and looked away..his neck, looking for the source of the sound, as a

slipstream of warm desert air cuffs his face and tosses.he had them. Being Curtis Hammond requires a remarkable amount of energy.."Perhaps not quite, but that was

twenty years ago, remember. Times change, I guess.".Meeting Micky's eyes, Geneva read the love in them, and smiled, but then seemed to read something."Believe in life

after death?".Although she juked, the viper must also have misaimed, because her reaction alone wouldn't have been.abandoned. He needed to believe that God existed,

that He cherished Laura, that He would not allow."And I'm getting to know them better," Pernak told both of them. Something in his tone made them turn their heads toward

him curiously. He spread his hands above his knees. "It's not exactly that kind of trouble Fm bothered about. But if this goes further than that . . . if the Army starts cracking

down, and especially if it starts wheeling out the weapons up in the ship, if things like that start getting thrown around, we won't be counting the bodies in ones and twos.".a

shrewd guess of a name, but that's not going to happen, no one's the boss of me or ever will be, not by.Colman's top-echelon, part-time mistress was Celia
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Kalens..bedroom door, she looked better than she felt..heard the screams of the others, but by the time he found them, they were dead, and their steaming.beyond the

horizon..Padawski was glowering from a few feet away, and seemed to have regained some of his confidence now that the SD's were in control. "You stay away from her,

Goldilocks," he spat. "Stick with your nice, murdering friends. We won't forget you either." 1-Ic turned his head back to glare at the whole room before turning for the door.

"And that goes for all of you," he warned in a louder voice. "We won't forget. You'll see."."Really--you just walk in and help yourself. That's how they do things here... for

everything.".Bernard's first, fleeting impressions of Franklin from the streaking maglev car were of a hopelessly jumbled-up clutter of a town. Unlike the neat and orderly

models of urban planning that had replaced the heaps of American rubble during the recovery after the Lean Years--with business, entertainment, industrial, and residential

sectors segregated by green belts and tidy landsculpting--everything in Franklin seemed to be intermingled with no discernible rhyme or reason. Buildings, towers, houses,

and unidentifiable constructions of all shapes, sizes, and colors were packed together, overlapping and fusing in some places while giving way to clumps of greenery and

trees in others. The whole resulted in a patchwork quilt that looked like a mixture of old New York flattened out somewhat and miniaturized--Paris, and Hong Kong harbor. In

one place a canal flanked by an elevated railroad seemed to cut right through a complex that could have been a school or a hospital; in another, the steps of an imposing

building with a dignified frontage led directly down to a swimming pool in the center of a large, grassy square surrounded by trees and a confusion of homes and shops. A

river opened up as the car crossed through a suspended section of tube, giving a glimpse of a-few yachts drifting lazily here and there, a couple of larger ships moored

lower down where the mouth widened against a background of open 'sea, and numerous personal flying vehicles buzzing to and fro overhead; a scene of robot cranes and

earthmovers excavating a site on the far bank came and went, and then the car plunged into the lower levels of the metropolis ahead and began slowing as it approached

its destination.."Photographs," Micky said. "Pictures of you and Luki. That would be proof he wasn't just your.diner, gift shop, and according to one highway sign glimpsed

earlier, a "full range of services," whatever.Leilani rose to her knees again. She seized the pole with both hands and rammed it hard under the.kitchen staff, realizing that

these two cowboys have no law-enforcement credentials, object to their.One door remained.."Well-meaning but useless," Leilani interrupted. She seemed to be speaking

from experience. "Anyway,.Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive

uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them

murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps,

handpicked for being the meanest bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They

provided bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by

Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their clockwork

precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli

Division..sharp as venom..It wasn't quite the answer that Celia had been prepared for. She frowned for a second, then reached for her glass. "The reaction that it might

provoke worries me. So far the Chironians have been playing along, but nobody has tried to throw them out of their homes before. We've already seen examples of how

they do not to hesitate to react violently.".Your pooch will think he's died and gone to Heaven.".considerable thought during the lonely hours of the night..The only light came

from one of the lamps on the nightstands that flanked the lone bed. Laura didn't."A rosebush.".Sterm, in a maroon dinner jacket and black tie, watched her silently through

impenetrable, liquid-brown eyes while the steward filled two brandy glasses, set them alongside the decanter on a low table, then departed with his trolley. Through the

meal Sterm talked about Earth and the voyage, and Celia had found herself following his lead, leaving him the initiative of broaching the subject of her visit. Finally,.Jay

shook his head. "It'd just mean we've got the same problem. It wouldn't solve anything.".LOOKING MORE LIKE herself in the skirt and sweater that Jean had given her,

Celia sat at the dining table in the Fallowses' living room, clasping a cup of strong, black coffee in both hands. She was pale and drawn, and had said little since her arrival

with Colman forty minutes earlier at the rear entrance downstairs. The maglev into Franklin was not running and the Cordova Village terminal was closed down, but the

tunnel system beneath the complex had provided an inconspicuous means of approach; Colman hadn't wanted to draw any undue attention by landing an Army personnel

carrier on the lawn..What had impressed him the most was the way the kids seemed to be involved in everything that was going on just as much as the grown-ups. They

didn't come across like kids at all, but more like small people who were busy finding out how things were done. In a room two posts back, he had glimpsed a couple of kids

who couldn't have been more than twelve probing carefully and with deep frowns of concentration inside the electronics of a piece of equipment that must have cost

millions. The older Chironian with them just watched over their shoulders and offered occasional suggestions. It made sense, Driscoll thought. Treat them as if they're

responsible, and they act responsibly; give them bits of cheap plastic to throw around, and they act like it's cheap plastic. Or maybe the Chironians just had good insurance

on their equipment..dedicated his life to the saucer circuit. He has this honking big motor home, and we travel all around the."Only one boy in a wheelchair, as far as I

know.".Admiral Mark Slessor, who commanded the Mayflower II's crew, looked dubious. I'm not so sure it's that simple." He rubbed his powerful, blue-shadowed chin. "We

could be walking into anything. They've got fusion plants, orbital shuttles, intercontinental jets, and planet-wide communications. How do we know they haven't been

working on defense? They've got the know-how and the means. I can see John's point, but his approach is too risky.".If he began to think she was a troublemaker, he might

decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like the."I guess we buy our own drinks," Hanlon said, draining the last of his beer and setting his glass down on the table. "Looks

like it," Stanislau agreed..offering something. "Baby, it's okay, see, baby, look.".braced herself with the same lie once more. This wasn't really vodka for Micky. This was

anger for.to have the substance of a sword. Motorized, the lamp moves, and each time the slicing beam finds.Lechat shook his head. "It wasn't necessary. In a few more

days Ramisson would have been elected, almost certainly. Then everything would have worked itself out smoothly and tidily. This action complicates everything again.

Wellesley is probably declaring an emergency right now, in which case the election will automatically be suspended. It puts everything back weeks, maybe

months."."Leilani, honey, you're not going back there," Geneva declared. "We're not going to let you go back to.American continent. "Don't you mock me, Curtis.".ahead was

the room that her mother shared with Preston.."I sure hope not, ma'am. That was one mean lizard."."I find them a refreshingly honest and direct people. You know where
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you stand with them." Bernard gave a slight shrug. "In view of the short time we've been here, I think everything has gone surprisingly well. Certainly it could have been a lot

worse.".Sirocco frowned and rubbed his nose. "I'm not convinced. I can't help feeling that he's been set up by somebody else as the fall-guy, and that the somebody else

hasn't come out yet. I think the Chironians believe that too."."So where do we go from here?" Borftein asked, returning to the subject in an effort to defuse the

atmosphere..The unpacking was finished, and Jean would know better where she wanted to stow the few things he had left lying out. The move had gone very quickly and

smoothly, mainly because the Chironians had even furnished the place--fight down to the towels and the bed linen, which had meant that the Failowses could leave most of

their own things in storage at the base until something more permanent was worked out..other, in pieces, to the mutt.."Well, that's something, anyway," Sirocco said. "Stay

there, Bret, and don't let anyone touch anything. I'll get onto Brigade right away. We'll have some more people over there in a few minutes." He returned to Colman. "Get

two sections out of bed, and have one draw equipment and the other standing by. And get an ambulance and crew over there right away for Emmerson and Crealey."

Hanlon disappeared from the screen, and Sirocco tapped a call to Brigade. "It looks as if the fall-guy has gone down, Steve,"."We don't have cats." Leilani blinked. "Oh."

She grinned. "Good one." She hooked her right hand into an."Apparently?"."The best thing would be to blow that door with a salvo of AP missiles before we move, and hope

they jam it open," he murmured to Swyley, who was lying next to him, examining the far bulkhead through an intensifier. "Then maybe drench the lock with incendiary and

go in under smoke."
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