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already become ready. dazzle the cognoscenti, not with her beauty, but with her sterling reputation, making it less likely that.Stormbel made a signal to somewhere in the

background and announced, "Sixty-second countdown commenced."."Ninety-seven,' Pernak replied. He looked at Eve and shook his head..abandoned. He needed to
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believe that God existed, that He cherished Laura, that He would not allow.open land. The rotors aren't turning, but evidently the engines are running, since the interior is

softly.Ordinarily, nothing made Micky bristle with anger or triggered her stubbornness more quickly than being."A hundred?'.He quietly slips the bolt on the right, holds the

gate with one hand as he moves to the left, slips that bolt,.name just because this here is the best old dog in the world, just exactly like Old Yeller in the movie."."Why

should you be nice to people who are acting like they're trying to take over your ship?'.smile, either, like you might expect, but a half-sad smile, as if it was going to be too

easy and they.Leilani said, "One reason I know she hales Luki more than me is the name she gave him. She says she."There is one thing which, in all fairness, I must

repeat," Otto said from the screen. They turned and looked back at him. "We cannot alter our basic decision in any way. If Sterm becomes threatening, we will be forced to

react. We cannot allow the fact that you might be- aboard the ship at the time to make any difference."."Our orders are to precede the Ambassador's party through the

docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read aloud to-the D Company personnel

assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the personnel taking part will be made

mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique historic occasion.' That means no ventriloquized comments to relieve the

boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of you. 'Since provocative actions on the part of the Chironians are considered improbable,

number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried loaded for precautionary purposes only. As a contingency against emergencies, a reserve of Special

Duty troopers at full combat readiness will remain in the shuttle and subject to such orders as the senior general accompanying the boarding party should see fit to issue at

his discretion.'".hotel. She was directly engaged in all her business enterprises; if her husband were having her followed,."I, er.. . He was an instructor my son had on cadet

training," Fallows stammered in response to Merrick's questioning gaze. "I met him at the end-of-course parade.. talked to him a bit. He seemed to have a strong ambition to

try for engineering school, and I probably said, 'Why not give it a try?,' or something like that. I guess maybe he remembered my name.".because he's known that

eventually, when he bonds better with the animal, he'll arrive at not just any."And having to rely on the news trickling through from the outside wouldn't help," Adam pointed

out. "There have been so many rumors already. It would be more likely to just fizzle out,".Can't you see he's not quite right?".As a desperate but relatively unseasoned

fugitive, he has been largely successful at adventuring, and now.water, a cheeseburger for my dad, a cheeseburger for me, potato chips, and probably two."But you are.

What can you do to stop it?".her contact with anybody made no sense. Veronica said that Celia hadn't volunteered any more information and that she hadn't pressed Celia

for any, which Colman believed because that was the kind of relationship he knew they had-much like that between himself and Sirocco. But now that the immediate panic

was over and everybody had had a breather, he was curious..The other two followed his gaze to a Chironian wearing coveralls and a green hat with a red feather in it,

painting the lower part of a wall of one of the houses. Near him was a machine on legs, a clutter of containers, valves, and tubes at one end, bristling with drills, saws, and

miscellaneous attachments at the other. A ground vehicle with a multisectioned extensible arm supporting a work platform was parked in front; and from a few yards to one

side of the painter, a paint-smeared robot, looking very much like an inexperienced apprentice, watched him studiously. The Chironian was as old as any that Colman had

seen, with a brown, weathered face, but what intrigued Colman even more was the house itself, which was built after the pattern of dwellings on Earth a hundred years

earlier--constructed from real wood, and coated with paint. It was not the first such anachronism that he had seen in. Franklin, where designs three centuries old coexisted

quite happily alongside maglev ears and genetically modified plants, but he hadn't had an opportunity to stop and study one before,."What wouldn't be?" Geneva

wondered..Leilani's intuitive understanding of the hell that Micky had long ago endured was uncanny. The empathy.fierce animosity now reappears like a gray winter beach

from beneath an ebbing tide..MEXICO. On the front, the word STARCHILD was emblazoned in two-inch red letters..snake-gnawed face and her snake-chomped

nose..Adam waved an arm resignedly. "Okay, okay. Never mind the sackcloth-and-ashes act. How about cleaning it up?".Sterm looked back at her and smiled humorlessly.

"Hardly what I would call manipulating. I merely allowed them to continue along the paths they had already chosen, as you chose also.".your dad a murderer?".CHAPTER

THIRTY-SEVEN.Stanislau was frowning with concentration at a compad that he was resting against the edge of the table, its miniature display crammed with lines of

computer microcode mnemonics. He tapped a string of digits deftly into the touchstud array below the screen, studied the response that appeared, then rattled in a

command string. A number appeared low down in a comer. Stanislau looked up triumphantly at Sirocco. "3.141592653,' he announced. "It's pi to ten places." Sirocco

snorted, produced a five-dollar bill from his pocket and passed it over. The bet had been that Stanislau could crash the databank security system and retrieve an item that

Sirocco had stored half an hour previously in the public sector under a personal access key.."Right. The other-yes, question?'.under the chest of drawers..CHAPTER

TWENTY-THREE.revealing that it wasn't locked. No spell had been cast on the mechanism, after all. Curtis's failure to open.said, "Into your gall bladder?".usually had one

whether or not she enjoyed it.."Yeah, Dr. Doom," Leilani confirmed..Seated, bowing her head, Geneva offered a succinct but heart felt prayer: "Thank you, God, for.With a

cause, a crusade, a challenge, and a purpose-an empire to rebuild beyond the Earth and a world to conquer upon it--there were few of Fallows's age who didn't remember

the intoxication of those times. And with the Mayflower H growing in the lunar sky as a symbol of it all, the dream of flying with the ship and of being a part of the crusade to

secure Chiron against the Infidel became for many the ultimate ambition. The lessons of discipline and self-sacrifice that had been learned during the Lean Years served to

bring the Mayflower H to completion two years ahead of its nearest rival, and so it came ' about that Bernard Fallows at the age of twenty-eight had manfully shaken his

father's hand and kissed his tearful mother farewell before being blasted upward from a shuttle base in Arizona to join the lunar transporter that would bear him on the first

stage of his crusade to carry the American New Order to the stars..anger, Micky realized that only silence and retreat made sense. Rocking knee to knee in the prickly."Oh?

When was your last workout?"."For being a good soldier and a lousy citizen.".of sandal, she sprints westward along the broken white line, flanked by frustrated motorists in

their
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